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125 YEARS

OF HISTORY

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
SEWARD, NEBRASKA

Highlights in Its History

Seward County, Nebraska, organized.
Nebraska admitted as the 37th state of the Union.
The town of Seward platted on the property of Lewis Moffitt,

Hermann Diers, later a prominent member of St. John Lutheran
Church, opened a store in Seward.

The town of Seward legally incorporated.

A small group of German-American Lutherans held its first
worship service in the home of C.F. Kroeger. Pastor Karl
Theodore Gruber of Immanuel, Middle Creek conducted services.

The county seat transferred from Milford to Seward.
Rail service between Lincoln and Seward inaugurated.

July 4: the nation’s centennial, the group of Lutherans met to
discuss formally organizing a congregation.

December 10: nine charter members signed the congregation’s
constitution.

December 9: the congregation incorporated under Nebraska law.
Congregational officers were three elders, elected annually.
Services in the County Courthouse and later in the Presbyterian
church.

November 9: Dedication of first church, located at Third and
Seward. The church was 24 by 40 feet, and 14 feet high.

Pastor Friedrich Koenig accepted the call as the congregation’s
first full-time pastor.

St. John School opened, with Pastor Koenig teaching 18 students.
The congregation constructed a school, attached to the church.
Construction costs were $264.15.

April: The voters assembly canceled the insurance on the church
building and decided to commit the property to the Lord.






